Marxist Criticism: An Overview
A Summary of Marxism:

· Economics is the base of all social and political power.

· Focus is on relationships of all socioeconomic classes.
· There is a great divide between socioeconomic classes.

· The underprivileged are kept powerless.

· Ideologies oppress the underprivileged and people are unaware that this oppression exists.

· The American Dream is oppressive because its success is dependent upon the failure of many – Americans are blinded by the dream to its failure.
· Ideologies maintain those in power: ex. imperialism, capitalism, consumerism, religion, etc.
· Capitalism is damaging to the human psyche because it influences us so that we begin looking at people as commodities.

The Goal of Marxist Criticism:

· Identify the ideology at work in cultural productions.

· Analyze how that ideology supports or undermines the economic system (the power structure) in which that cultural production plays a significant role.

Marxism and Literature:

· A Marxist interpretation focuses on how characters' problems are created by the material/historical realities in which they are placed.
· Literature is a product of the socioeconomic and ideological conditions of the time.
· Works of literature either reinforce or critique the ideologies they represent.

· Both the content and the form of literature is a reflection of the time and the conditions in which it was written.

· Marxists appreciate not only realism but also experimental fiction which echoes the detached, fragmented mindset of the times.

· Marxists ask the following types of questions when examining literature:

· Does it reinforce or critique the ideology of capitalism?
· How does the work reflect the socioeconomic realities of the time?

· Is the work a critique of organized religion- “the opiate of the masses”?
PLEASE NOTE: This is my summary of Lois Tyson’s chapter on Marxist Theory in her book, Critical Theory Today, which I have uploaded to my Teacher Page on the FHS website. Please feel free to read the chapter for clarification. It is actually very interesting and easy to read. 
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